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l. 'Secretary received Bousselham December 16 in accord-

anceriétter's request for opportunity make courtesy call.

After preliminary exchange, during which Secretary com-
plimented Bousselham on his appointment as head of "up~-
'.gradéd" Algerian Interests Section, Secretary asked
Boﬁsselham torxxx convey his best wishes to Foreign
-Miniéter Bouteflika, whom he regretted not having seen
at this Year’s General Assembly session but hoped to see
‘again, Secretary then expressed belief that US policy
:in Middle‘East had assumed more "even-handed” character
1siﬁ¢é his meeting with Bouteflika a year ago. Noted
that‘ds policy in Middle East is now subject to criticism
by I,s;faélié as wéll as Arabs., _' Secretary@mﬂﬂ
‘noted USG'in.handlingﬁMiddie East'problem sometimes’
felt iike ténnig ball; it gets hit from both sides of

the net but game could not go on without it.

(?gij 2, BQusselham; replying éourteously.to Secretary's g
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compliments on his appointment, stated he also wished
convey Bouteflika's best wishes to Secretary. Referring

to Segretary!s comments on policy, he indicated that

1 deépite.policy differences between Algeria and the US,

GOA wished emphasize common interests of both countries

as basis for cooperation. Bousselham noted US commercial

“activity with Algeria had incréased over 100 per cent

since 1967 break in diplomatic ties. He expressed con-

fidence stréhgthening of Algerian-US economic relations

‘would lay foundation for increased cooperation between

'both countries in future.

3. In reply to Secretary's comment that diplomatic
relafions should exist between countries despite their
differences over policy, Bousselham stated that he,
personally, saw his assignment to Washington as one step
to be followed by others in expanding relations.

4. Secretary then inquired re Algerian policy wiFh

respect to aéceptance so~called political refugees and-_l
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exiles. Secretary indicated that he thought he under-

‘stood policy but that he was puzzled by Algerian accep-

tance of certain individuals, such as Timothy Leary.

Bousselham explained policy as one occasionally marked

by.mistakes which he attributed to "vouthfulness.," Stated

that Algeria had been surprised by arrival of Leary who
had literally "dropped from the skies." GOA had endeavored

to fob Em him off on Lebanese and Egyptians, both of whom,

~however, shunted him back to Algiers, Bousselham con-

cluded by stating GOA fully recognizes "danger Leary

poses for Algerian‘youth" and that he is being kept

: uhder surveillance to prevent any contact with Algerian

youth.

5. Secretary assured Bousselham of Department's desire

be of every assistance in facilitating his mission and

expressed appreciation for courtesies and assistance

~given by GOA to Eagleton and members of USINT Algiers,

In :éspdﬁée to Secretary*é query re his family, Bousse{jam
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indicated he would be returning to US with his wife and o
four children and declared that he thought his children

would greatly benefit from their sojourn here.

6. Follbwing meeting Bousselham expressed déep appre-

ciation of Secretary's consideration in receiving him

despite Secretary's heavy schedule. He obviously pleased

with range of initial contacts he has made in Department
and deeply impressed by Secretary's warm, friendly wel-

come and informal manner. Bousselham's own manner has

been markedly outgoing and it was obvious after first
feé'minﬁtés.With Secretary that he felt very much at
éasé; -
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